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Certain documents cited 

Certain defects in the international application 

Certain observations on the international application 
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INTERNATIONAL PRE! 



ARY EXAMINATION REPORT 



Inte rnation al application No. 

•CT/JP03/08575 



I. Basis of the report 



1 . With regard to the elements of the international application:* 
the international application as originally filed 
the description: 

pages 

pages 

pages ^ 



□ 



, as originally filed 

» filed with the demand 



, filed with the letter of 



□ 



tiie claims: 

pages 

pages 

pages 

pages 



, as originally filed 

^ , as amended (together with any statement under Article 19 
, filed with the demand 



. , filed witii the letter of 



□ 



the drawings: 

pages 

pages 



, as originally filed 

, filed with the demand 



. , filed witii the letter of 



I I the sequence listing part of the description: 
pages 

pages 



, as originally filed 

, filed with the demand 



. , filed witii the letter of 



2. With regard to tiie language, all the elements marked above were available or fiimished to this Authority in the language in which 
the international application was filed, imless otherwise indicated under this item. 

These elements were available or fiimished to this Authority in the following language which is* 

□ 

the language of a translation fiimished for the purposes of international search (under Rule 23.1(b)). 

□ 

the language of publication of the international application (under Rule 48.3(b)). 

the language of the translation fiimished for the purposes of international preliminary examination (under Rule 55.2 and/ 
or 55.3). 

3. With regard to any nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence disclosed in the intemational application, the international 
preliminary examination was carried out on the basis of the sequence listing: 

□ contained in the intemational application in written form. 

□ filed togetiier with the intemational application in computer readable form. 

□ fiimished subsequently to this Authority in written form. 

□ fiimished subsequently to this Authority in computer readable form. 

The statement that the subsequentiy fiimished written sequence listing does not go beyond the disclosure in the 
international application as filed has been fiimished. 

The statement that the information recorded in computer readable form is identical to the written sequence listing has 



been fiinushed. 



□ 



The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

□ the description, pages 

the claims, Nos. 

the drawings, sheets/fig 



5 rn This report has been established as if (some of) the amendments had not been made, since they have been considered to go 
— beyond the disclosure as filed, as indicated in the Supplemental Box (Rule 70.2(c)).** 

* Replacement sheets which have been furnished to the receiynng Office in response to an invitation under Article 14 are referred to 
in this report as "originally filed" and are not annexed to this report since they do not contain amendments (Rule 70,16 
and 70.17), 

♦* Any replacement slteet containing such aniendmeiUs must be referred to under item 1 and annexed to this report. 
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V. Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 



Statement 
Novelty (N) 

Inventive step (IS) 
Industrial applicability (lA) 



Claims 
Claims 

Claims 
Claims 

Claims 
Claims 



1-21 



1-21 



1-21 



YES 
NO 
YES 
NO 

YES 
NO 



Document 2 : 



Document 3 



Document 4 



2. Citations and explanations 

Document 1: JP 1-221824 A (Matsushita Electric Industrial 
Co., Ltd.), 5 September 1989 

JP 8-148056 A (Mitsumi Electric Co., Ltd.), 7 
June 1996 

Microfilm of the specification and drawings 
annexed to the Japanese Utility Model 
Application No. 23590/1981 (Laid-open No. 
136134/1982) (Hoshiden Electronic Co., Ltd.), 
25 August 1982 

CD-ROM of the specification and drawings 
annexed to the Japanese Utility Model 
Application No. 63734/1992 (Laid-open No. 
28952/1994) (Japan Aviation Electronic 
Industry Ltd.), 15 April 1994 

JP 7-154080 A (Ricoh Co., Ltd.), 16 June 1995 
Microfilm of the specification and drawings 
annexed to the Japanese Utility Model 
Application No. 70564/1985 (Laid-open No. 
188225/1986) (Alps Electric Co., Ltd.), 22 
November 1986 

JP 7-65666 A (Oki Electric Industry Co., 
Ltd. ) , 10 March 1995 

JP 2001-216866 A (Fuji Denshi Kogyo Kabushiki 
Kaisha) , 10 August 2001 



Document 5 
Document 6 



Document 7 



Document 8 : 
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Document 9: Microfilm of the specification and drawings 
annexed to the Japanese Utility Model 
Application No. 74476/1985 (Laid-open No. 
189535/1986) (Toshiba Corporation) , 26 
November 1986 

Document 10: CD-ROM of the specification and drawings 
annexed to the Japanese Utility Model 
Application No. 3981/1993 (Laid-open No. 
58537/1994) (Tamura Electric Works, Ltd.), 12 
August 1994 

The inventions set forth in claims 1, 2, 4 to 8, 20 
and 21 do not involve an inventive step in the light of 
document 1 (entire text), document 9 (page 2, line 3 to 
page 3, line 3) and document 10 (page 4, line 28 to page 
7, line 3) cited in the international search report. It 
would be easy for a person skilled in the art to provide a 
plurality of the switches set forth in document 1. In 
addition, it would be easy for a person skilled in the art 
to align the center of the conductor set forth in document 
1 with the position of the center axis of the protrusion. 
Moreover, it would be easy for a person skilled in the art 
to constitute the substrate set forth in document 1 as a 
casing body, as described in documents 9 and 10 . 

The invention set forth in claim 3 does not involve 
an inventive step in the light of document 1 and document 
4 (page 6, line 28 to page 9, line 19) and document 5 
(page 3, right column, line 11 to page 4, left column, 
line 48) cited in the international search report. It 
would be easy for a person skilled in the art to provide a 
top plate covering the surrounds of the switch buttons as 
described in 4 and 5, to the invention set forth in 
document 1 . 
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The invention set forth in claims 9 to 11 and 13 
does not involve an inventive step in the light of 
document 1 and document 2 (page 3, left column, lines 24 
to 41) cited in the international search report. It would 
be easy for a person skilled in the art to form the first 
and second electrodes set forth in document 1 on a switch 
button sheet, as described in document 2. 



The invention set forth in claim 12 does not involve 
an inventive step in the light of documents 1 and 2 and 
document 3 (page 3, line 20 to page 9, line 1) cited in 
the international search report. It would be easy for a 
person skilled in the art to embed the first and second 
wiring patterns set forth in document 1 in a button sheet, 
as described in document 3 . 

The invention set forth in claim 14 does not involve 
an inventive step in the light of documents 1, 2, 4 and 5. 
It would be easy for a person skilled in the art to 
provide a top plate in such a manner as to cover the 
punched out section set forth in document 1, as described 
in documents 4 and 5 . 



The invention set forth in claims 15 to 18 does not 
involve an inventive step in the light of document 1, 
document 6 (page 5, line 18 to page 9, line 14) and 
document 7 (page 3, right column, line 16 to page 4, left 
column, line 17) cited in the international search report. 
It would be easy for a person skilled in the art to 
provide the first and second electrodes set forth in 
document 1 to a substrate, as described in document 6, and 
to have the first and second electrodes set forth in 
document 1 pass through the substrate, as described in 
document 7 . 
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The invention set forth in claim 19 does not involve 
an inventive step in the light of documents 1, 6 and 7 and 
document 8 (page 2, right column, line 31 to page 3, left 
column, line 7) cited in the international search report. 
It would be easy for a person skilled in the art to apply 
protrusions which pass through holes in the cover sheet 
described in document 8, to the conductor set forth in 
document 1 , 
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